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Jen Minutes Caution 
A PLAIN MAN n ZE Ns. 


know who, or what ſort of perſon, che writer of any thing 

is. But to you, Fellow Citizens, I think it is material to 
conſider who the men are whoſe writings on public matters are 
recommended to your peruſal. In this view you will permit me 
to tell you ſomething of myſelf. Firſt, then, I will tell you who 
I am not. I am not a Foreigner, who would gratify reſentment 
as well as pride by throwing this country into confuſion. I am 
not a deſperate Incendiary, whoſe circumſtances cannot be made 
worſe by any change, who will take the chance of ſetting the 
houſe on fire that he may pilfer the furniture while it is burning. 
I am not a furious Enthuſiaſt in Religion or Politics, who, under 
Pretence of Toleration in the one, or Liberty in the other, would 
overturn the eſtabliſhed Church or the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution. 
I am none of thoſe, my Brethren, I am a plain man, a tradeſ- 
man, who, having acquired a competency by his honeſt induſtry, 
is now winding up his buſineſs, in order to enjoy that competency 
in eaſe and quiet, in his old age, in the midſt of a virtuous fa- 
mily of his own rearing. I know nothing of great M-n or 
Miniſters, and concern myſelf no farther about them than as I 
think their meaſures are for the intereſt of my country. I care 
not who fits at the Helm, provided the Veſſel be well ſteered. — 
But though I am perfectly independent as to my own circum- 
ſtances, yet I am dependent as far as this goes, that the happi- 
neſs, or the proſpect of the happineſs, of my Fellow Citizens 
makes me happy: Their unhappineſs, or the fear of their un- 
happineſs, makes me unhappy. 

In this character, and with theſe feelings, I am tempted to ule 
my pen, for the firſt time in public, to caation my countrymen 
againſt the miſchief which ſome men would with to do among 
you; to beg of you not to endanger the peace and prolperity of 
yourſelves and your Country to gratify their Maiice, their Am- 
bition, or their Hopes of Gain. ; ; 

Conſider, my Friends, at what time, and in what circum- 
ſtances, thoſe men would perſuade us to make a change in our 
ſituation. Would any of us think it prudent, in the way of 
trade, if our buſineſs were good, our ſhop well trequented, our 
cuſtomers increaſing, in ſhort, every thing about us in a thriving 
condition, all at once to alter our Firm, to change our Agents 
abroad, to diſmiſs our Clerks and Servants at home, and to tell 
our cuſtomers that we were to deal with them quite in a different 
way ſor the future? Would any of us do this? Or would not 
our relations take out a commiſſion of lunacy againſt us if we 
did ?—Juſt as madly, my Friends, it appears to me, ſhould we 
act, if, in the preſent ſituation of our public affairs, we ſhould 
think of altering that Conſtitution under which, by the bleſſing 
of God, we have attained, and enjoy, our preſent National Se- 


curity and Proſperity. 


1 is in general of very little importance to the reader to 


I ſhould be glad to know what advantage we are to get by the 


Levelling of Ranks, which thoſe writers would perſuade us to 
with for, by regaining what they call the Rights of Man. If 
they have a mind to go back to the woods again, and live as 
they ſay men lived in this country two thouſand years ago, let 
them, in God's name; but I, who am ſitting in a good ſnug 
parlour with all my family comforts around me, will rather 
chuſe to keep as I am. If there is to be any ſociety at all, I pre- 
tame ſome muſt neceſſarily be richer and more powerful than 
others: but if thoſe who have little are ſecure of it, I ſay, as 
] ſaid before, they may be as happy as thoſe who have the molt, 
As things are at preſent, I find great advantages in the riches 
and grandeur of ſome of my countrymen. J have a fer of 
wealthy cuſtomers who put a great deal of money into my pocket 
in the year, whole expences, ſuitable to their rank and ſituation 
in life, enable me to enjoy all the ſolid comforts ſuitable to mine. 
I received, ſome time ago, a letter from an old friend and 
correſpondent at Mancheſter, full of hard words, and in a high- 
gown ſtile, complaining of the extravagance and luxury of 
Dukes and Lords, who were no better fleſh and blood than he 
or I, and aſking me to put down my name to a ſer of Reſolu- 
tions for correcting that abuſe. ; I thought at firſt my old friend 
had been playing upon me, as it was about the fooling time of 
the year but when I was told that there were ſeriouſſy ſuch Re- 
ſolutions propoſed at Mancheſter, 1 wrote a ſerious anſwer. I de- 
fred him to recollect how mach of my money had gone through 
his hands ſince our firſt dealings with one another, and that I be- 
lie ved in my conſcience there was ſcarce a ſingle Neceſſary in all 
our accounts; fo that if Luxury was to be pur down, he muſt 
ſhut up ſhop. I believe my good friend was aſhamed of himlclt, 
tor he anſwered my next order, and ſaid nothing more of the 
ons. 

— Levellers tell us what we are to gain by their 
lan, but, my Friends, it is necefſary tor us to think what we 
tho ald loſe by it. Every man in a decent ſituation in life, even 
f he earns his bicad by the ſweat of his brow, has ſomething he 
can call his own, ſomething he fecls comfortable in, and wnich 


1 


his way of life has made more ſuitable to him than the fine thine 
of other people in a higher ſphere, which is generally a ſituation 
of more care than comfort. 

Every man who has ſomething to preſerve for himſclf, and too 
honeſt to encroach on his neighbours, will tremble at the e425 
of throwing looſe every bond of peace and good order. My 
Mancheſter friends ſome time ago had à taſte of the conſequences 
in the burning of their cotton mills.— This is a trons inſtance 
of what are the principles lately attempted to be introduced among 
us. The truth is, I believe, that if this new ſyſtem was to take 
place, the eifect would be, that the next day all the rich would 
be ruined, above half the in:iuſtrious would be ſoon put out of 
employ, and in a little time all the poor would be ſtarved. 

We hear a great deal about the Americans and th- French, and 
the excellent Governments they have eſtabliſhed ; and one of the 
great Apoſtles of the new Doctrines tells us how much we ſhould 
profit by adopting the like Governments. In the firſt place, [ 
am ſtrongly inclined to ſuſpect the friendſhip of this gentleman's 
advice. He tells us himſelf that he began by doing this country 
all the harm in his power in favour of America; that he formed 
the ſcheme, during the war with that country, of coming to 
England for the purpoſe of broaching his principles; and ſeems 


to have thought, that if people were mad enough to liſten to 


him, we ſhould ſoon have been in ſuch a ſituation, that neither 
America nor any other Country would have had any thing to 
fear from us. l am told he has fince reſided principally in F rance 

where he has probably found new reafons for making this at- 
tempt ;—and yet this impoſtor now gravely tells you, that this 
is done from his great regard for your welfare: as far as himſelf 
is concerned he riſks little, as, by all accounts, he has neither 
property nor reputation to loſe. 

This gentleman tells us we have no Conſtitution, and that 
what we have is wretchedly bad, and that therefore we ſhould 
overturn it, and get the American or the French Conſtitution as 
faſt as we can, I do not imagine any of my countrymen know 
what theſe American or French Conſtitutions are; and I confeſs, 
I hardly think it worth their enquiry, while they are happy under 
our own, I believe, however, the fact is, that the Americans, 
after they left us, were under great difficulty how to go on at 
all. Luckily for them, Mr. Paine was not at hand to preach con- 
fuſion; they had ſtill ſome notion left of the Britiſh Conſtitution 
under which they had fo long lived, and they had ſenſe enough 
to conform to it as nearly as they could. As to France, their old 
Government was bad enough; what it is now, it is difficult to 
ſay : I am told thar, in fact, they have no Government at all, 
and what it will end in, he mult be very wiſe or very bold that 
will gueſs. 

Mr. Paine tells us we are oppreſſed and ruined by taxes ; and 
he propoles, if we will let him make a ne Conſtitution for us, 
to ſave us a world of expence, by turning adrift all the preſent 
ſervants of Government, and having only a certain number of 
officers, by whom all the buſineſs of the Nation is to be done. 
Our taxes (one halt of which were laid on to-pay the debt of 
the American war, in which Mr. Paine was fo active againſt us), 
to be ſure, are heavy, and I am glad to find that our preſent ma- 
nagers have begun to take off ſome of them; but I don't find 
we have been ruined even by thele taxes; on the contrary, we 
have been thriviag apace under the preſent Govern-1-nr. But 
what is the reaſon we pay theſe expences ? Becauſe the buſineſs 
of a Nation, like that of an individual, cannot be done without 
paying the ſervants it neceſſarily employs. Mr. Paine, indeed, 
has made this wonderful diſcovery, That if you have fewer ſer— 
vants at leſs wages, it would colt you l:is. This may be very true; 
but if a farmer were to part with his labourers, or a manufacturer 
with his workmen, under pretence of diminiſhing his expences, 
and it appeared that he did this without conſidering the extent 
and manner of cultivating the farm, or the nature and profit of 
the manufacture, do you think that either would be fooliſh 
enough to take advice? It they did, the conſequence would be, 
that at the end of the year the farmer would be turned out of his 
bargain for not paying his rent, aad the manufacturer would 
become a bankrupt. 

My friends, I am ng philoſopher, nor fine writer, though! 

ot a tolerable education at the Charter-Hoiuſe, and remember 
a little of my Grammar as well as Mr. Paine. Bit without phi- 
loſophy or fine writing, I may venture to beſerch you, nt to 
throw away all the bleilings you poſſeſs on a wild experiment 
to find ſomething better, and that toon the authority ot peo- 
ple who have an intereſt in miſlcading yuu. For my own part, 
Jam come to an age that cannot lvok tor lung long to enjoy 
our preſent national proſperity ; but I have children and grand- 
children; and I cannot bear to think, that folly or wickedneſs 
ſhould endanger the happineſs which I hop- they will inherit, 
by having the good fortune to be born under the Britifo Con- 


